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December 3, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I write this letter on behalf of Julio Cesar Rivas, Executive Director of
the Hip Hop School of Arts. I met Mr. Rivas recently, through a mutual
friend, in my capacity as Executive Director of Homeboy Industries, an
employment referral center for at-risk and formerly gang-involved youth,
and economic development program, respectively.

Mr. Rivas’ vision in establishing the Hip Hop School of Arts is to provide
an environment that fosters and develops the creative energies of inner
city youth through education, guidance and self-expression. This is all
based on his own personal experience as a youth who got mixed up with
gang activity and negativity, until he became involved with Radiotron, a
group pioneering the Hip Hop movement. He was able to develop his
dance talent to the point where he traveled throughout Europe and the rest
of the world as an exponent of the hip hop movement. He has inspired
many young children and teens from poor and blighted areas throughout
the world to change and enrich their lives through hip hop.

Mr. Rivas has acquired sufficient funds to purchase a building in which to
house the Hip Hop School of Arts and sustain itself for a year. However,
the site he has chosen, has encountered opposition. I fully support Mr.
Rivas’ effort to establish his Hip Hop School of Arts in Boyle Heights, so
that he can become of part of the solution to the problem of youth violence
in Los Angeles. We need more people like him who have the willingness.
talent and passion to inspire and empower our young people to become the
individuals they are meant to be.

It is my sincerest hope that you will consider the above in reviewing Mr.
Rivas’ application to purchase the site for the Hip Hop School of Arts in
Boyle Heights. I greatly appreciate your attention to this letter.




